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‘Radicalized’ suspect plotted for weeks 


New York officer lauded as 
a hero for decisive action 


Doug Stanglin and Kevin McCoy 
USA TODAY 


NEW YORK - The “radicalized” sus- 
pect who killed eight people by driving 
his rented truck onto a bicycle path in 
Lower Manhattan had planned the at- 


tack for weeks and left a note in the ve- 
hicle proclaiming that the “Islamic State 
would endure forever,” law enforcement 
authorities said Wednesday. 

The suspect, Sayfullo Saipov, a 
29-year-old truck driver from Uzbeki- 
stan, was charged in a two-count crimi- 
nal complaint filed in Manhattan federal 
court with providing material support 
and resources to a designated foreign 
terrorist organization — the Islamic 


State — and violence and 
destruction of motor ve- 
hicles. 

Saipov, who was shot 
by police immediately af- 
ter the attack and is re- 
covering, had two cell- 
phones and a stun gun in 
the truck, according to statements in 
the criminal complaint by FBI Special 
Agent Amber Tyree. 


Saipov 


The New York City police officer who 
shot Saipov was being hailed as a hero 
Wednesday. 

Ryan Nash, 28, is a decorated, five- 
year veteran of the force stationed in 
Lower Manhattan. 

“He was a hero,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said. “I think Officer Nash showed how 
important (patrol officers) are, and how 


See SUSPECT, Page 12A 


Marquette professor harvests 
state’s first commercial rice crop 


as Ry 


ARS 


Nine-year-old CyaSha Thao cuts rice plants at the Mequon Nature Preserve with her mother, May Yer Thao 
(background) of Fox Point, executive director of the Hmong Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce. See more photos and 
video online at jsonline.com. PHOTOS BY MIKE DE SISTI/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


A new option 


Don Behm 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Neither geese nor raccoons nor 
federal customs agents could keep 
Michael Schlappi from harvesting 
the state’s first-ever cultivated rice 
crop this week in a one-acre paddy at 
the Mequon Nature Preserve. 

The successful harvest of around 
1,200 pounds of grain shows that rice 
can be commercially grown in Wis- 
consin, said Schlappi, an associate 
professor of biology at Marquette 
University. 

He expects to double that volume 
of rice next year from the same lacre 
with lessons learned about water 
and nutrient requirements, weather 
and animal vandals. 

“With ideal conditions, this rice 
variety should yield 7,000 pounds 
per acre,” the farmer-professor said. 

His goal is to convince farmers 
and other property owners that har- 
dy domesticated rice varieties devel- 
oped for cold, northern climates on 
other continents can be grown and 
harvested for retail sale in Wiscon- 
sin. At a time when locally sourced 
food is increasingly popular, rice 
would add another option. 


See RICE, Page 9A 


Marquette University biology professor Michael Schlappi drives a combine to 
harvest the state's first commercial-scale rice crop at the Mequon Nature 
Preserve. 


“With ideal conditions, this rice variety should 
yield 7,000 pounds per acre. ... Farmers with land 
near wetlands can do this.” 

Michael Schlappi 


associate professor of biology at Marquette University 


Abortion, 

gun bills up 
in the air with 
legislators 


Bill to take limits off 
mining is more likely 


Patrick Marley and Jason Stein 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - The final months of 
Wisconsin's legislative session will 
decide the fates of major bills on 
abortion, concealed 
guns and sanctuary 
cities. 

Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos (R-Roches- 
ter) told reporters this 
week he did not know 
whether lawmakers 
could agree on bills to 
allow people to carry hidden guns 
without permits, put limits on re- 
search on tissue derived from abor- 
tions and prevent the University of 
Wisconsin medical school from 
working with Planned Parenthood on 
training students how to perform 
abortions. 

To pass, those bills would have to 
get through the Assembly and Senate 
— both controlled by Republicans — 
by early 2018. 

There is a clearer though not cer- 
tain path for Assembly Bill 499, 
which would lift the state’s limit on 
mining for gold, silver and copper 
and is to be taken up 
Thursday in the As- 
sembly. 

Senate Majority 
Leader Scott Fitzger- 
ald (R-Juneau) said he 
hopes to take up that 
bill Tuesday but made 
no promises. He said 
some GOP senators have lingering 
undisclosed concerns about the pro- 
posal sponsored by Sen. Tom Tiffany 
(R-Hazelhurst). 

Divisions on other bills are so deep 
among Republicans that Rep. Evan 
Goyke (D-Milwaukee) described 
them as creating a “Republican circu- 
lar firing squad.” He noted Republi- 
cans have been split on many of the 
same issues in past legislative ses- 
sions. 

“Now it’s really round two or 
round three and it feels a little tired,” 
he said. “It prevents any kind of 
meaningful pursuing of issues we 
face today and issues we will face in 
five years or 10 years.” 

Concealed weapons. Some Re- 
publicans are promoting Senate Bill 
169, which would make the state a 
“constitutional carry” state, where 
people could pack concealed guns 
without having to get training or per- 
mits from the state. 

Vos noted Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker has said he likes the current 
system, approved in 201, that re- 
quires people to get permits to carry 
concealed weapons. 

“I think that’s where the consen- 


Vos 


Fitzgerald 


See BILLS, Page 11A 
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